It’s a rarity

After the dismal launch and sales of their PC-Lite, the Xbox, Microsoft have bought the software developers Rare. Formerly a Nintendo-exclusive company, Rare are responsible for some of the greatest games on any consoles, including Goldeneye and Banjo-Kazooie. Microsoft appear to hope that they might now have some games to sell.

Baftawards

The British Academy of Film and Television Arts has announced its winners of the 2002 game awards. Winner of the best Console game, and also the Multiplayer award, was the exemplary Halo. Pikmin, Luigi’s Mansion, Grand Prix 4 and Neverwinter Nights also picked up awards.

Hawkeyed

Fans of the Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater series will be pleased to hear that the fourth instalment is due for release on the 22nd of November, on all formats. Updates include a new singleplayer mode, a new skatepark editor and improved physics.

More Theft Auto

Grand Theft Auto: Vice City is out on the 8th of November for PS2. It’s £44.99 retail, but play.com are offering it for only £32.99 with free delivery. The new city is twice the size of GTA3’s Liberty City, and there are more than 70 new vehicles to crash.

Lifestyle Domination

The PC Top 10 Chart is being overwhelmed by the unfailing popularity of The Sims. No less than five of the titles of the biggest-selling game ever are now riding high at the top of the sales, making even more money for their makers, Electronic Arts.

